
Our special guest speaker will be Master Sergeant Carlos Durden, the 

Noncommissioned Officer In Charge, Chemical, Biological, Radio-

logical, Nuclear and Explosive (CBRNE) protection training at the 

enlisted Basic Military Training (BMT) course at Lackland Air Force 

Base, Texas.  Sergeant Durdenôs presentation will be on the Air 

Forceôs newest addition to BMT, the BEAST é which stands for Ba-

sic Expeditionary Airman Skills Training.  His cadre of 26 Civil Engi-

neering Instructors provides the foundational training for 39,000 new 

Air Force accessions annually, ensuring those new airmen are taught 

the warriors skills required to survive in a forward deployed field envi-

ronment.   

His briefing will also cover some BMT historical facts as well as an 

overview of the expanded BMT training course which has grown from 

6 weeks to 8.5 weeks in length.  In addition he will brief us on the CBRNE training provided to new airmen which 

includes the gas mask confidence course as well as the improvised explosive device detection course. 

Master Sergeant Durden enlisted in the Air Force in 1992.  Following basic training, he was assigned to Scott AFB, 

Ill, as a Civil Engineer Readiness Journeyman.  He departed Scott AFB in August 1997 and headed to Yokota AB, 

Tokyo, Japan.  In August 1999 he departed Japan for Bolling AFB, Washington DC.  During his tenure there, the 

events of September 11 took place.  He was immediately assigned to the Pentagon where as a Staff Sergeant, he 

trained numerous Congressman, Secretary of the Air Force, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, Chief Master Sergeant of 

the Air Force, over 20 General Officers, Senior Executive Service civilians and key personnel assigned to the White 

House.  He departed Washington DC in January 2003 and headed to Kunsan AB, Republic of Korea where he led 

the exercise evaluation team for the ability to survive and operate (ATSO) exercises.  In January 2004, he was reas-

signed to Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan where he served as a Readiness Instructor at the PACAF Silver Flag Exercise 

Site.  He departed Kadena AB in November 2005 to his present assignment at Lackland AFB, Texas.  He has an As-

sociates Degree in Disaster Preparedness and is working on his Bachelors in Business and Emergency Management.  

One of his future goals is to receive a private pilotôs license.  His decorations include the AF Commendation Medal 

with 3 Oak Leaf clusters and the AF Achievement Medal with 3 Oak Leaf clusters.  His Hometown is Ocala, Florida. 

Please join us for our March Post meeting.  Go to http://www.same-satx.org/forms/formreserve.html to make your 

reservations ï the reservation deadline is March 4, 6:00 PM.   
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